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Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 ’Washington Ave., 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your letter of the 
12th and for your cheque to the amount of 
$40.75 in payment of recent purchases, less 
the two items you are returning. 

I do attend the Swann Auctions 
and shall be oleased to execute any bids you 
may wish to place with me. The standard ABAA 
commission on auction bids is 10 percent of 
the sale price. 


Sincerely , 




FRONTIER AAIERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


I 
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November 26, 1956 


Mr* Petor Decker 
ii5 West 57th Street 
New York 19, Sew York 


Dear Mr*Decker: 



You will recall that, when my wife and I were in your 
office we talked to you about the Valley of the Miss- 
issippi by J. C.W'ild. As you well know, a choice 
specimen of this item is coming up for sale as Lot h77 
in the Parke-Sernet sale on December 2 and 3* 

The Missouri Historical Society, at Sx.. Louis, does not 
have a perfect copy of this issue and is interested 
in obtaining one. Thi3, of course, is tne one place 
where a perfect copy of such a book should be* 


Are you in a position to bid on this item on behalf of 
the Missouri Historical Society or someone who will 
give the Society the book? What compensation would you 
expect if you were the successful bidder, etc. 


3 


£oO q0 
&\ 00 ' 
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There are also a few other items in the sale which some 
of us would like to buy and give to the Society? 

Item 79 Collot - Journey in North America 

Item 181 Harding - A Tour Through the Western Country 

Item 202 Hutawa - Map of Mexico and California 

Item 220A Isbell - Mining and Hunting in the Far West 

Item 228 Johnson k Winter - Route Across the Rocky 
Hj t * Mountains 

Item 395 Pike’s Peak 

Item 315 Commerce and Navigation of the Valley of the 
Mississippi 


November 26, 195>8 


“ 2 " 

Mr* Peter Decker 


I, personally, for ray own collection, would be interested 
in Item U88,’ being three pieces of paper money. 

Would you be kind enough to give us your opinion as to 
these items in a telephone call to ne on Friday, November 
28, at Main 1-7300, or on Saturday morning, at my home, 
Parkview 7-0850. 

Tour cooperation will be very much appreciated. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPIC P. NEWMAN 


E?N/atb 
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4 December 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., 

400 Washington Ave., 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

We regret to report that the item 
[No. 488] you requested me to bid on in the 
Bauer Sale was sold for $600.00 thus topping 
your bid by $200.00. It was an order bid 
from the mail so that I cannot tell you who 
was the purchaser. 

I did, however, manage to get item 
315 for the Society for $ 50.00 for which they 
gave me a bid for $125.00. The Wild brought 
$ 5100 . 00 , the Collot $3600.00. All in all, 
the prices were quite high. 


Sincerely 


Pd/kh 




FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


December 17, 1958 


Mr. Peter Decker 
1*5 West 57th Street 
New York 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker* 

I wish to thank you for the successful effort 
you made in obtaining the Mormon addition to 
ray currency collection and I am enclosing here- 
with a check covering the same. 

Please keep me in mind with respect to anything 
numismatic which passes along the way or anything 
which is illustrative of the Mississippi Valley 
area • 

I am also glad that you were able to obtain for 
the Historical Society a few of the items which 
they needed. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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Fir. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


You have no doubt received my 
recent letter informing you that the 
Utah money item sold for $600.00. I 
learned today that there is one other 
set available to me at $425. It comes 
from the same man who sold the first 
set to Dr. Bauer. He informs me that 
this is all he has left. It was pur- 
chased bv him in an old wallet from 

o 

one of the descendants of Joseph Smith. 

If you care to see this set 
I will have it sent along to you with 
a 10 oef: cent commission. 


Sincerely , 




FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


December 9, 1958 


Mr. Peter Decker 
U5 West 5?th Street 
New York 19 , New York 

Dear Mr. Decker: 

Please have the set of three pieces of Utah 
money sent to me in accordance with your letter 
of December 8, 1958. If it is possible for you 
to obtain a statement that this is the only 
other items of this type that this raah has seen 
I would appreciate it. 

I feel that the price is high but no one seems 
to know what anything i3 worth today. 

Thank you for finding out this information and 
I look forward to receiving the items on approval. 

Cordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E/N/atb 


t 
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12 Dec., 1958 


hr . Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc,, 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, 2, ho. 

Dear hr. Newman: 

The first nrinting in Utah money went for- 
ward to you yesterday by registered mail. 

I enclose herewith my invoice for same. 

I phoned the owner of the consigment to- 
day and he appeared quite huffy that I 
should doubt his word. He stated that 
I could return the 3 pieces if I chose 
to do so. 

In the light of all this I feel fairly sure 
that there are no other sets of the $1, &2 
and #3 denominat ions in sets available. You 
are probably the only numismatic collector 
who will own a copy. I don't know who got 
the Bauer set except that it was not a 
money collector. 

If you are not satisfied with the three 
pieces or the price you can, of course, re- 
turn them without any obligation on either 
yours or my part. I really believe you 
got a bargain considering the high price 
for which the Bauer set was bought. 


Pd/jc 


Peter Decker 



FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


SOLD TO 


NEW ADDRESS? 
45 WEST 57th STREET 
NEW. YORK 19, N. Y» 


PETER DECKER 

RARE AMERICANA 
TLL'aSt Wnd sf RSfVTftW' York' W 

TELEPHONE MWlM ^-5-^5 


1958 


ORDER NO. 6186 

Mr. Eric P. Nev.’man 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., SHIP VTA 

40C Washington Avenue mail 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

TERMS net 


[First Printing in Utahj 


One Dollar, two Dollar and Three Dollar 
script countersigned by Brigham Young 
and Heber C. Kimball, 1849. Together 


3 pieces. 


425.00 

42.50 

$ 467.50 


105 


March 20, 19^9 


Mr .Peter Decker 

k% West £7th Street 

New Xork City 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker 

Since you don’t have any coinage matters or 
currency matters for me I guess I will have 
to buy a book anyhow. 

Please send me Item No. 2hl which is John F. 
Darby’s Recollections, as described in your 
catalogue No. U2 . 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


March 20, 1959 


Mr .Peter Decker 

1*5 West 57th Street 

New Xork City 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker 

Since you don’t have any coinage matters or 
currency matters for me I guess I will have 
to buy a book anyhow. 

Please send me Item No. 2h 1 which is John F. 
Darby’s Hecollec tions, as described in your 
catalogue No. i*2 . 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


£1.00 or on Note issued at Great Salt Lake City, 

V January 20,1849, signed by Brighan Young, 

sealed with the ormon seal and being the 
first ite 5 printed in the Focky ountain 
region. Excessively rare. 

The autographed signatures are those of 
Brigham Young, president of the Yorraon Church; 

Newell K. Whitney, Presiding Bishop; 

Heber C .Kimball, Councillor and unlcipal President; 
Thomas Bui lock, Clerk • 

This note issue is the official govern ent 
circulation of thn State of Deseret and was 
used to conduct co erce in order to avoid 
the weighing of gold dust until the ormons 
could issue their own coins. 

Brigha Young in January£l849 wrot'': 

”1 then told then (the Yomon people) 
we could issue paper till the gold 
could be coined .The Municipal Council 
agreed to hav^* such a currency, and 
appointed myself and President Heber C. 

Ki ball and Bishop Newell K.Whitney to 
issue it .The first bill for one dollar, 
was issued on the fir3t of th^ nonth. 

The seal is the holy crowned seal encircled 
with the letters, P3TAPCJCLBSLI AOS, which 
stand for "Private Seal of the iwelve Apostles 
Priests of the Church of J 03 US Chr^gt of Latter-^ 

Day Saints, in the Last Dispensation archp »'.orld 

This Gold Plush cu rency was called "Valley Currency. 
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EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE., ST. LOUIS 2. MO. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN 

ASSIST ANT VICE-PRESIDENT 
AND SECRETARY 


December 22, 1 959 


Swann Auction Galleries, Inc. 

117 E. 2litn Street 
Mew YorK 10, New YorK 

Gen tlemen : 

I would appreciate your A though ts on the follow- 
ing items in your Sale No. 537: 


359 

360 
361 


Coinage >7-C 

Coinage and Currency 3l 

Would it be possible for you to list; V Y 

all of the 25 pamphlets? — - 

t. 


vi 7 Guthrie’s Geography 

Your cooperation will be very much appreciated. 



EPN/atb 


CHANDLER'S BAKER'S LEED S BURT'S RETAIL SHOE STORES 


J 


t 

/ 
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December 23, 1959 


fr* Peter Decker 
U5 West 57th Street 
*Iew York 1 9, New York 

Dear *ir* Decker: 

We have not corresponded since you were nice enough 
to get for ?qe the Brigham Young currency. 

We have , in St. Louis, a private school by the name 
of John Burroughs School. Since it is named after 
John Burroughs the thought is that a group of associa- 
ted items to John Burroughs might be very interest- 
ing for them to have available. 

In the coming Swan Galleries sale there are a 
great many Burroughs items, namely. Items :T os. 1$ 
through 32 and Item Mo. 233. Would it be possible 
for you to give me your estimates on the value of 
these items and to let me know whether you plan 
to attend this sale. If you do, you could bid 
on our behalf. 

There are also a group of other items involving 
Mark twain which I personally might be interested 
in and if you could advise me as to your thoughts 
on the value of items :os. 199, 200, 206, 209, 210, 

211 a d 2lU, I would appreciate it. 

Would you let me hear from you promptly, the sale 
takes place on January 13 and January lh, I960, 
as you know. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


E N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


PETER DECKER 

Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 

45 West 57th Street — New York City (19) 
Telephone PI 7-8945 

30 December 1959 



Mr. Eric ?. Newrnan 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thanks for your letter of the 23rd re- 
garding various items offered for sale at the 
Swann Galleries on January 13 and 14. We 
have just received the following estimates 
from the galleries. They are as follows: 


15 - 35.00 

199 - 

27.50 

16 - 20.00 

200 - 

25.00 

17 - 35.00 

206 - 

20.00 

18 - 20.00 

209 - 

10.00 

19 - 35.00 

210 - 

17.50 

20 - 30.00 

211 - 

12.50 

21 - 25.00 

214 - 

30.00 


22 - 25.00 

23 - 15.00 

24 - 15.00 

25 - 20.00 
2 6 - 20.00 

27 - 17.50 

28 - 12.50 

29 - 15.00 

30 - 17.50 

31 - 25.00 
32 - 20.00 


The above are only estimates. The prices 
may vary one way or the other. If you have any 
bids we will be pleased to execute them for you. 

With all good wishes for the New Year, 

I am 

Pd/kh Peter 



FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


January 8, I960 


Hr. 3 eter Decker 
h$ West 57th Street 
Hew York 19, Hew York 

Dear Mr. Deckers 

I appreciate, very much, your letter of December 30, 1959, 
giving me the Swanns estimates on the items for sale on 
January 13« 

I am interested in only a few of the Burroughs items, parti- 
cularly items 15, 18, 19, 22, 28, 29 and 233, all of which are 
more or less inscribed with more than Burroughs’ signature. 

If any of these run out of line you may droo them. If they 
are more or less in line I would like to acquire them. I am 
assuming the autographed portions are legitimate and not 
phony. Your judgment is excel ent so I will rely on it* 

As to the Mark Twain items, I am interested in acquiring 
items 100, 200, 206, 209, 21U, 216 , 218 and 221 but I do not 
want to reach for any of these items. Whatever of them 
can be acquired for reasonable prices will be satisfactory 
and the estimates which you gave me, although they do not 
cover all of them, are high, as I see it. I hope you can 
save your commission and a lot more on the items I wish. 

Your cooperation, as usual, will be most appreciated. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. WBWMAN 


E.'N/atb 


January 11 s I960 


Mr. Peter Decker 
West 57 th Street 
New York 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Deckers 


A friend of nine was going to bid on other items at the Swann 
sale on January Ih but now I find that he cannot attend and 
I would like you to do so on my behalf. I have already given 
you the items I wanted you to bid on on the day of the 13th. 

I would like you to acquire the following on January lit: 


Item 359 - Coinage. Swann estimate $27*50; house bid $10*00. 

Item 360 - Coinage and Currency. Swann estimate '‘35*00; 
house bid $10*00* 

Item 36 I - Coinage and Currency. Swann estimate £20*00; 
house bid $10*00* 

Item 368 - Confederate. No estimate obtained. Interested 

primarily in first two items in lot. Very import- 
and to acquire this item. 

Item 372 - Counterfeit Detector. No estimate. 

Item Ul7 - Guthri^^s Modern Geography, Swann estimate |20*00* 

Item 529 - Stamps and Coins. No estimate. No information. 

Only interested in Smith on Counterfeiting. No 
interest in the stamp items. 

Your competition in bidding on these items may be someone 

bidding for John Ford or John Ford himself. He is with New 
^therlands Coin Company. If you care to call him it might 

be well to do so and tell him that I am bidding for myself 

and George Fuld and that he should not compete with us. 


I know it is difficult to ask you to use your discretion but 
that is the only way I can handle it at this time. Please use 
your good judgment and I will back you up. 


EPH/atb 


Sincerely yours. 


PETER DECKER 

Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 
45 West 57th Street — New York City (19) 
Telephone PI 7-8945 

1 6 January i 960 



Mr. Eric ?. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Ave., 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr . Newman : 

I could not give you a report on the Swann 
Sale until I received their invoice today. You 
purchased the following items: 


Lot No. 

15. 

22.50 

18. 

10.00 

19. 

18.00 

22. 


28. 

7.00 

29. 

7.00 

206 . 

22.50 

214. 

218. 

27.50 

221. 

17.00 

233. 

37.50 


I ! *oO 


fetched 22.50 no good didn't buy 


St the Thursday sale I purchased the following: 

359 . 30.00 

360 . 35 .OO 

361. 27.50 

368 . -1125.00. Your man Ford, with 

372. 37.50 Blanchard bidding, purchased 

377. 40.00 this. No sense in me bidding 

him up. 

I phoned Netherland Coin as you suggested. I 
was told that Mr. Ford was out of town. They knew 
nothing about the sale there. However, when I got 
to the auction room I found [after the sale] that 
the man bidding was Blanchard. I spoke to him about 
item 368 . He said he had an unlimited bid from Ford. 

I ran him up to $ 125.00 and quit as I did not feel 
too assurred as you bid was open. However, there 
would have been no sense in enriching the auction 
house. As you will note most of the Burroughs and 
Twain items were purchased under the estimated prices. 


FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


Page 2 


I am sure you will feel a bit downcast about not getting 
item 368* But always remember the old saying "live to fight 
another day*" 

I shall try and get the lot off to you next week when 
the aufction house has delivered the purchases* 


Cordially, 
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January 11, I960 


Mr. Peter Decker 
U2 West 27th Street 
New York 19, New York 


Dear Mr. Decker: 

A friend of nine was going to bid on other items at the Swann 
sale on January lij. but now I find that he cannot attend and 
I would like you to do so on my behalf. I have Jjre&dy gijfR 
you the items I wanted you to bid on on the day of the 13th. 

I would like you to acquire the following on January 1 )j s 


Item 329 - Coinage. Swann estimate $27. $0$ house bid $10.00. 

Item 360 - Coinage and Currency. Swann e stimate $32.00$ 
house bid $10.00. 

Item 36 I - Coinage and Currency. Swann estimate $20.00$ 
house bid $10.00. 


Item 368 - Confederate. No estimate obtained. Interested 

primarily in first two items in lot. Very lmport- 
and to acquire this item. 

Item 372 - Counterfeit Detector. No estimate. 

Item ill 7 - Quthrie^s Modern Geography. Swann estimate $20.00. 

Item 229 - Stamps and Coins. No estimate. No information. 

Only interested in Smith on Counterfeiting. No 
interest in the stamp items. 


Your competition in bid _£ing on these items may be someone 
bidding for John Ford or John Ford himself. He is with New 
Netherlands Coin Company. If you care to call him it might 
be well to do so and tell him that I am bidding for myself 
and George Fuld and that he should not compete with us. 

I know it is difficult to ask you to use your discretion but 
that is the only way I can handle it at this time. Please use 
your good judgment and I will back you up. 


E?N/atb 


Sincerely yours. 


January 29, I960 


Mr. Peter Decker 
l\$ Vest £? th Street 
New Xork 19 3 New fork 

Dear Mr. Decker j 

With respect to the items bought in the Swann sale 
of January 13 and lU, I wish to thank you -^or your 
service and ask you for a little further advice. 

Lot 233, which was bought for $ 37*90 is an unread 
copy of Walt Whitman’s "Leaves of Grass" and. is not 
the item which John Burroughs first read. It is 
merely a oopy of the same edition. I believe that 
this was somewhat deceptive in description and that 
it should be returned. I would appreciate your feel- 
ing on subject. 

I also find that in Lot 12, the three pocket editions 
of Heath’s "Counterfeit Detector" are all missing 
the first plate. Would you give me your suggestions 
as to what should be done in connection with the 
foregoing. 

In addition I have been scolded substantially for 
what occurred with respedt to Lot 368. fhis is 
exactly what I was trying to avoid but that is a 
closed matter now. 

Otherwise the items I bought are satisfactory. 
Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EP /atb 


ERIC ?. ME VMA :i 


PETER DECKER 

Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 

45 West 57th Street — New York City (19) 
Telephone PI 7-8945 

1 February i 960 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thanks for your letter of the 29 th. 

I am pleased that you found most of the items 
to your liking. I am indeed sorry that you 
are a bit displeased with the Whitman item 
[lot233]. In this instance the cataloguer 
apparently jotted down the inscription and 
let it go at that. If this lot annoys you 
in any way please return it to me. 

As for lot 72 [sic], actually 372, 

I do not believe the auction will accept the 
return of a bundle as such lots are sold 
"as is. M 


I felt pretty sure that you,would 
be unhappy about missing lot gather- 

ed it was important to you and probably 
should have stuck with it. But I could not 
read your mind and just didn't know how far 
you wanted to go. The Thlan title only fetched 
$8.00 at auction a couple of years ago. Also 
the Bradbeer fetched only $8.99 at the same 
sale. Some day you'll get both items - an 
cheaper,! hope. 


Cordially, 



FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


i 


JOHN J. FO RD, JR. 



176 HENDRICKSON A V E . 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.I.,N.Y. 


February 2, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for sending me your two page carbon 
copy listing of the various books and pamphlets you 
recently obtained at the Swann auction. 

I have marked down the two items that I want the 
most, as well as thirteen additional items, which sound 
to me as if they were the ones I was particularly 
interested in. Of course, without examining the various 
items, it is very hard to recollect exactly where ray 
interest was. Anything that you can do for me would be 
very much appreciate^ however, please remember condition 
is a very important factor as far as I am concerned. 

Very best personal regards. 


S 1 ncer el v 



JJF: dn 



February 5, I960 




r. >tpr Decker 
ii$ West £?th Street 
lew York City 19, $ew York 

Dear Mr. Deckers 

I a si returning Lot 233 of the January 11*, I960 
Swann sale as I think it was, to a degree, mis- 
represented not specifically but inferentially • 

fleas© put me on the R want list” for the Thian 
as all Hell broke loose when my friend, Ford, 
found what he had to pay for it. It was most 
unfortunate that the bidding \%&s out of pro- 
portion on this item. I tried every way I could 
to prevent it but did not know he was going to 
bid on it. I do not think it is worth over #20.00 
in any event. 

I already have the Bradbeer. It has been reprinted 
and, besides that, it is out of date, as new 
publications have superseded it. 

1 will be sending the check shortly as a couple 
of my friends are participating. 

Thanks for your cooperation. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

EPN/atb 









February 19, I960 






Mr. Peter Decker 

West 57th Streeifc 
New York 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Beckert 

If you feel like attending the February 25,1960 
auction of Swann Galleries, Sale Mo. £1*2, I would 
enjoy buying, if the sane can be acquired reason- 
ably, 

Lot 1?8 - A Tramp Abroad, by Mark Twain, 
first edition 

Lot 181 - The English first edition of 
Kuck Finn 

Lot 18U - English as She is Taught, by 

Mark Twain, English and American 
e di tions 


Don’t reach for then - just buy them if they are 
anywhere within reason. 

I am still waiting for checks of my friends with 
respect to dividing up the previous lot but felt 
that I should send you my payment for a number of 
the lots or else you might think I am a deadbeat. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEUMAN 


PETER DECKER 

Rare Americana 

45 West 57th Street, New York 19, N.Y. 

Telephone: PL 5-8945 



Aoril 1 19 60 

SniH in Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Order No. 

400 Washington Avenue 

Terms 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 



To purchases Swann Auction Galleries. Jan. 20. 379.61 


bal. 

ns 

credit 236.35 

$142.66 

•+ / . >S 


/ O) x V-/ 


Rare Coins , Medals and Paper Motley — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin 


Co., Inc 


SUITE 401 


1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


April 8, I960 


AIRMAIL 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Enclosed please find check in the 
amount of $46.55* made out to Peter Decker. 
Sorry for the delay. 

Very best personal regards. 

Sincerely , 


JJF:dn 



Enel 


Creators of Distmguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 
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April 12, I960 


Mr. Peter Decker 
West 5>7th Street 
Hew York 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker: 

I am sorry there has been such a delay in straight- 
ening out the balance due but that is the penalty 
I get for trying to be nice to others. Accord- 
ingly, checks are enclosed to cover the balance. 

I believe you made an error in your total as I 
returned Lot 233 at a cost of $37.5>0, plus 10$, 
or $3*75, for a total of SUl. 25 >. I sent you 
checks for $175>.00 and $6l.95>, as your credit 
so indicates; therefore, there should only be 
$101.1*0 due, which is enclosed - one check from 
John Ford for $li6.5>£ and the balance from me 
of I5U.86. 

I will assure you that this kind of a ness will 
never happen with me again. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. HEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


PETER DECKER 


45 West 57th Street — Newjfork City (19) 


Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 


Telephone PI ^-8945 



ft 

Sr 


25 October i 960 


Dear Kr . Newman : 

Herewith is the money I sooke about to you yesterday on the phone. 
If you can give me an estimate of its value I would appreciate it. 

I do not own this material. It belongs to a little old lady 
residing on 57th St., who brought it in the other day along with 
other material. If you wish any of it please let me know. However, 
I must have all of it back here until I can make the purchase. 



FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


I 0 [ 2sS [(oO 


PETER DECKER 

Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 
45 West 57th Street — New York City (19) 
Telephone PI 7-8945, 

26 October i960 


Dear Mr. Newman: 



We xvere entirely sunk under, demolished and driven from the arena 
in our efforts to get any of the currency items. Here are the 



October 27, I960 


Mr. Peter Decker 

k$ West £7th Street 

New York City 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker: 

I am sorry things got completely out of control 
with respect to prices. This can always happen and 
I am astounded. Last year I bought identical items 
for half of what they brought in this sale. 

I am returning the paper money you forwarded to me 
as it is almost of no significance. The piece fcith 
the bishop is merely a decoration on a piece of 
United States paper money; the 3$ piece and the 
little $$ piece are in lovely condition and may 
bring about $2.00. The three Confederate pieces 
will retail at about $1.00 to $1.$0. The New Jersey 
and Maryland colonies are exceedingly common and 
will retail at about $2.00 each. The rest of the 
material is of no value other than face. 

Kindest regards and better luck next time. 


Sincerely yours. 


E* 3 N/atb 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 


June 9, 1961 


Mr. Peter Decker 
U2 West £7th Street 
New York 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker: 

In the Swann Galleries sale to be held June 12, 
1961 there is Item 181* which is a map of the 
Harbor of St. Louis, October, 1837, 29"xh6" . 

Would you get some kind of an estimate on the 
item and tell me whether you can autend to try 
to buy it. I have no idea whether it is a cheap 
item or an expensive item. If you do not plan 
to attend t>is sale, please let me know promptly. 

Thank you for your customary cooperation. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEW LAN 


EPN/atb 


June 12, 1961 


Mr. Peter Decker 
Vest 5 7 th Street 
Ne>7 York 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker: 

I have just heard that an item identical to 
No. l81i in the coming Swann sale was offered 
by an Eastern dealer to someone here in St. Louis 
at $20.00. That gives you some idea of what 
is asked for the it°n. I am willing to go 

to d-25>*00 in the bid but do not expect it to 
bring anywhere near that much. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


J une 1 2 


Dear Mr. Newman: Thanks for your 
shall be at the sale. Number 184 
bring more than $25 tops. That's 

<^0 


You 



letter. I 
should not 
my guess. 





r 


PETER DECKER 

Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 
45 West 57th Street — New York City (19) 
Telephone PI .7-8945 



2 1 June 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Stores , Inc . , 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr . Newman : 

I've had to go out of town hence did 
not have a chance to tell you that the St. 
Louis Map fetched $35* 00 which I purchased. 
Someone out in St. Louis bid $32.5° and I 
had to top it. As you can see it was ccnsid- 
ably over your bid. Was it Mr. Lowenhaupt 
who bid so high? 

If you still want the map you can 
have it otherwise I shall keep it. 


Sincerely, 

wKa IvrK 

Pd/d Peter Decker 


FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


June 23, 1961 


Mr. p eter Decker 
1*5 West 57th Street 
New York City, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker: 

Thank you for your letter of June 21, 1961. 

I would certainly like to have the St. Louis nap 
but you night be interested in the facts. Mr. 
Lowenhaupt did bid ,’>32.50 and acquired the nap 
which is already delivered to hira. Apparently 
the copy you have is a duplicate and God knows 
how many more they had. I, frankly, feel that 
since both Mr. Lowenhaupt and I, without knowing 
it, bid against one another, and two separate 
items were being auc tione d, without disclosing 
it, that we should each have a nap at a much 
more reasonable price. I assume, of course, that 
you actually have received a copy of the map. 

Will you please straighten this unfortunate inci- 
dent out and everybody will be happy. 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


PETER DECKER 


Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 


z 

o 

* 


45 West 57th Street— New York City (19) 
Telephone PI 7-8945 


27 June 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers stores 
4Q0 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thanks for your letter of June 23rd. 


Now the pieces begin to fall into place. 
Here is the story. Mr. L. bid $32.50 and 
my agent topped that price on the next bid 
$35.00 Lthey jump to $ 2*50 after reaching 
$25]. As the auction house explains they 
had two copies consigned by a Connecticut 
collector. When I bid $35*00 I topped M r# 
L's bid and I took the copy. The second 
copy therefore went to Mr. L. at $32.50. 
This, of course, is a legimate practice, 
although I do believe that some mention 
should be made of two copies. 


I don't particularly want the St. 


Louis piece and if you want it at the selling 
price you can have it. I don't want any com- 
mission. I enclose my bill showing just how 
much I oaid for it. Please return it. 


Cordially 



Pd/d 


Peter Decker 


FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


1961 


June 29, 


Mr. Peter Decker 

1*5 West 5'7th Street 

New York 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker: 

Just exactly what I expected. There were two 
copies. They probably are both cut out of a 
book and I think that the price should be 
$39'. 00 for the two copies of No. 181*. I realize 
you were being nice by exceeding my bid but it 
cost both Mr. Lowenhaupt- and I the extra raise. 

I do not think it is right when there are two 
copies to be auctioned that only one co . P/ , 1 - s 
listed. Please send me the map^ anyhow, and 
see what Swann will do. 

I am returning your invoice, as requested. In 
addition. Item No. 181* sold for far beyond its 
legitimate price. One was recently offered to our 
Historical Society for 20.00 and that was what I 
based my instructions to you on in bidding. 

Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


January 29, 1962 


Mr. Peter Decker 
West £7th Street 
New York 19, New York 

Dear Mr. Decker: 

It is unfair to thank for a book until one 
has read it* 

Evelyn and I appreciate, very much, "Beyond 
the Big Mountain" and we believe that you 
really captured the spirit of adventure in 
the West. We want to congratulate you on 
this fine contribution to the Americana which 
you love so well. 

Thank you for thinking of us. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


February 12, 1963 


Mr .Peter Pecker 

ii5 West 57th Street 

New York 19, Hew York 

Dear Kr. Decker: 

Thank you for sending me the Parke-Bernet 
catalogue • 

Most of the items of paper currency listed 
in this group are common. There are a f CT w 
items, nevertheless, and you may, if you 
wish, put in bids fcr me if you ere attend- 
ing the sale. If yen do not, merely mail 
in raj bias sheet, which is enclosed. 

There is only one item I would really like 
to have and that is IJ o • 159 and will go 
as high as ieUQ.GO for this sheet. See what 
you can do for me. 


Sincerely jours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


PETER DECKER 

Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 

45 West 57th Street — New JTork City (19) 
Telephone PI 7-8945 

21 February 19^3 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St/. Louis 5, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am enclosing my invoice from 
the PB Galleries. You will note that you 
purchased two items, one for #25 (bid $35)* 
the other for $40 (bid $40). The others 
went above your bid. 

I shall send along the items as 
soon as received from the Galleries. 


Pd/d 



Peter Decker 


FRONTIER AMERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


PETER DECKER 

Established 1898 

RARE AMERICANA 

45 West 57th Street — New York City (19) 
Telephone PI 5-8945 

21 February 1963 



/© Rl.< 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave . , 

St. Louis 5> Mo. 

To purchases at sale no. 
Galleries, Feb. 19, 19^3 • 


2168 at the 


Parke Bernet 
65.00 
6.50 
# 71.50 


com . 


March 1, 1963 


Dear Mr. Decker: 

Enclosed find check, and 
thanks for the Parke-Bernet 
items which you acquired, for me 

I hope that whoever sends 
me the sheets of money will kee 
them flat or rolled in a tube. 

Sincerely yours. 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. REMAN 


March 1963 


: r. Peter Dicker 
U$ West i??th Street 
New York 19, New York 

Dear hr . Decker: 

In accordance with my telephone call of yester- 
day I wish to confirm the fact that Let No* ±67 
from Parke -Be met Sale t o, 216S held February 
19, 1963 was sent to me by you in an incomplete 
condition. It consisted of twe items - a sheet 
of four Maryland notes and a half sheet of two 
note 3 1 the City Trust and Banking Company 

of New York. The latter was missing* 

The package was rot tampered with. The half 
sheet was the important item in the lot. 

I am hopeful that this item can be found and 
look forward to hearing from you as to what 
to do . 

1 am very sorry this has happened. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


6 March 1963 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Following our phone conservation I called Dr. Metx- 
dorf at the P-B Galleries. He said that the office 
was cloased on Monday. However, yesterday a man 
in the shipping department phoned to tell me that 
he had found the two New York notes which apparent- 
ly had slipped from the folder. I am going to the 
sale this afternoon and will pick up the item at 
that time. I will mail it to you this evening or 
early Thursday. I am sorry this had to happen. 

Not having the cat. with me at the time I picked - 
uo the two items I could only say that there was 
items, one in each folder. Res t . 


1 y 

s i 


n r 


% u f? 

hu L : J I 


March 11, 1963 


Hr.Peier L'ecker 
L5 West 57th Street 
Nf.n York 19, New York 

tear Hr. Pecker: 

In the Parke -Beraot sale of March 19, my 
daughter may have an interest in a publi- 
cation about 1900 of approximately 1,000 
pictures of Mew York City. The item i3 
soravhere between 155 and 162 in the cata- 
logue as I do not have my copy handy. 

Would you be nice enough to give me an 
approximate estimate as to its value so 
that I can give you instructions. 

Thanks for finding and sending ne the 
bank note sheet. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


PETER DECKER 

Established 1898 
RARE AMERICANA 
45 West 57th Street — New York City (19) 
Telephone Pl/7-8945 

13 March 19^3 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washing on Avenue 
St. Louis 2 , Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thanks for your letter of the 11th. 

T am informed at the gallery that item #160 
in which you have expressed an interest is 
estimated to sell at $45 to $50 • If you 
wish me to execute you bid I shall be pleas- 
ed to do so. 


Pd/d 


Peter Decker 


FRONTIER AA1ERICANA From the Rising to the Setting Sun 


March 1$, 


1963 


Mr, Peter Pecker 
V?oat 5>7tb Street 
New York IS 5 } N»»w York 

Dear Mr, Petekor: 

Please try to get i ten No, 3 60 in the Parke 
Be met Sale of March 19 in accordance with 
the e a tine he of $ii$,00 which you received 
from the gallery. 

I an only interested if the plates are 
lovely and it will nake an unusually nice 
gift to a New Yorker. 

Thar.ks for your continued helpfulness. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Mr. Peter Decker 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr. Decker: 

Please send me Item No. 187 in your Catalogue #56, 
being "St.Louis Illustrated". 

Kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 


P.O.Box 1U020 
St.Louis, Missouri 63178 




I 


PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES INC 

980 MADISON AVENUE • NEW YORK 21 

TELEPHONE TRAFALGAR 9-8300 


Dear 

In sale'//'/ , the items on which you kindly submitted bids 

fetched the prices listed below. The items checked represent those on 
which you bid successfully. 

We are happy to have been of service to you and hope you will allow 
us the opportunity of serving you again in the near future. 

Sincerely, 



